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&HE DBGO^AtttO^ AND ^UI^NISHE^. 



NEW ART MATERIALS FOR DECORATING AND 
FURNISHING. 



^ECAUSE we are told by a pious song-writer that we may 
not ascend to heaven on flowery beds of ease, is no rea- 
son why we should be debarred from taking great plea- 
sure in flower garlanded brocades and tapestries which drape 
our walls and cover our furniture at the present moment. An 
artistic soul may certainly ascend into the seventh heaven of 
delight when surrounded by the gorgeous fabrics shown for 
house decoration by Johnson & Faulkner. Here we find exact 
reproductions of the old French tapestries and damasks which 
were in vogue from the time of Louis XIII to Louis XVI. The 




Drapery Fon Bedstead 

golden arabesques on creamy satin grounds, the loosely gathered, 
delicately tinted bunches of flowers tied with the familiar bow- 
knot, the stately, graceful fleur de lis, which King Louis VII 
made the national flower of France, are faithfully reproduced 
in drawing and coloring. Again, several designs of the two 
centuries are thrown together and shown upon a background of 
modern shading. Anything, everything which the most fastidi- 
ous taste could desire may be found here. For long, light 
weight curtains there is nothing more suitable than the Tama— 
Mai brocade ; this material is manufactured from the product 
of the wild silkworm, is crinkled and rather wirey to the touch, 
but, in a great yarietv of colorings* is capable of wonderfully 
good effects. Bengal satin, every thread of which takes on the 
action of quicksilver, if stirred by so much as a passing- breath, 
is one of the most fascinating materials known to art lovers. 
Mandarin gauze, of a queer, but pretty Japanese weave, is ad- 
mirably adapted for sash curtains or any other purpose where 
light thin material is desired. The figured Mysore, and plain 
Nagsore silks are used for the same purpose. 

Ntfw that the draping of walls is coming to be almost uni- 
versal, the material for this purpose is receiving considerable 
attention. Satin damask is the handsomest and most expensive 
material ; this is shown in a variety of white and gold designs 
of the Louis XIV period. Jacobin designs in various colors are 
found as well as lace, budding blossoms, trailing vines prettily 
conventionalized. Arabesques and other patterns are taken, 
old China damask and the old basket pattern is exactly repro- 
duced. The Adams design as frequently seen on the painted 
pine mantels of old colonial houses, reappears as a welcome old 



friend. To carry out the scheme of color there comes a broche 
silk to match the damask. There is a long range of colors in 
both materials, so that one may find a match, or harmonizing, 
as individual taste dictates. 

Something New in Cut Glass and China. 

One of the handsomest novelties in lamps is a crystal one 
cut in curves which wind gracefully around the standard up to 
the bowl. The ordinary cut glass is done in straight lines, that 
is, in geometrical figures, in which there is no variableness or 
'shadow of turning out of the straight and narrow way. The 
curved work is far more difficult, and consequently more expen- 
sive ; it is beautiful and certain to be very much admired. The 
lamps of cream white Dresden china, decorated with a delicate 
tracery of gold, with a pair of comforts to match, are extremely 
handsome and add wonderfully to the beauty of the dinner 
table. Candelabras upheld by china figures, drawn true to life, 
are shown at Davis Collamore's in great variety, from the 
tall many-branched ones, down to the slender,, graceful one 
holding but a single candle. In nothing in this line has there 
been more improvement within the past few years than the 
china for bedroom use. Sets of twelve handsome pieces can be 
bought for six dollars. The bowls and pitchers are of good 
shape, artistically decorated in all the new colors, ranging from 
the palest pink, green and blues down to the mulberry which is 
almost black. For rooms done in cretonne there are sets decor- 
ated in cretonne patterns and like colorings. 

New Designs for Vestibule Silks. 

W. Gr. Hitchcock & Co., who have for the past few months 
been devoting their energies to the production of Louis XVI 
and Empire styles, now so much in demand in high art decora- 
tions, show a beautiful line of satin damasks and brocateles, 
silk portieres, drapery silks, and the satin Derby curtains which 
are the favorite at the present moment. The drawing of the 
designs is good, and the combination of colors— salmon pink and 
silver, Eiffel red, old rose and gold, resida and drab, ecru and 




Design for Window Drapery. " 

pale blue, white and gold— is artistic and well carried out. In 
vestibule silks they have a special design which is very taking. 
A feathery fern leaf, natural size and color, is thrown upon 
backgrounds of various shades, mingled with tiny clusters of 
wild roses in delicate pinks and yellows. 
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Oriental and Fur Rugs. 

The lady who is the happy possessor of one or more fur 
rugs, is the envy of her Jess fortunate sisters. There is indeed 
a great rage for animal skin rugs of all kinds as well as for 
those which are more expensive and rare, viz., feather rugs 
made of the skins of the ostrich, pelican and other birds, espcci 
ally those of South America, which have peculiarly thick downy 
breasts, as only this part of the skin is generally used. Joseph 
Wild & Co, have on hand a large variety of these rugs as well 
as a large invoice of prayer rugp, covered with cabalistic devices. 
The design which most frequently recurs, and without which no 
prayer rug is ever made, is the one known in Turkish lore as 
the " mystic sign of the four horse heads" and is symbolic; we 
read, of. the identical four horses which are said to have aided 
Mohammet in his famous journey through the air to' Mecca. 
This house shows some very fine specimens of antique rugs as 
well as the modern S my mas and art squares. A visit to, this 
establishment is a liberal education in itself, as Mr. Edgar is 
well up in Oriental lore and understands his stock, not only 
from a business point of view, but historically and artistically. 

New Materials for Portieres and Wall Covering. 

B. Solomon & Sons show a fine line of damask, brocatel, 
tapestries, brocades, turcomahs, etc., etc., for wall coverings and 
portieres, in all the new art shades and French designs. A 
beautiful material for drapery is camallon, shown in blue and 
gold, in cream white and silver, in ardoise, terra cotta, old con- 
tinental blue, and in the fashionable shades of green resida, 
absinthe, bottle green and chartreuse. The metallic thread 
applique work brought out last season is seen in most all rich 
fabrics; it looks rich and handsome without being too heavy, 
and is a taking desirable feature in all the new goods. 

Materials for Art Embroidery. 

The fascination of needlework, especially in its ornamental 
branches, is admitted by most females. Even a woman of the 
intellectual powers of George Sand remarked, " I think that this 




ment of artistic taste among ladies of this country, it is worthy 
of notice that increased attention is given to the ancient art of 
embroidery. One reason for this is, undoubtedly, the fact that 
the materials manufactured for the purpose have reached the 
highest perfection and beauty. 

This new development of the u Real Scotch" home threads 
is very popular with art workers. The floss is composed of two 
strands, loosely twisted together, making a perfect thread which 




Easel with Folding Leap. 



works easily in the needle, and when drawn into any design, 
presents a flat smooth surface of brilliant color. The art thread 
is particularly adapted to large pieces of work. Window drap- 
eries of light or dark material are very effective with borders of 
tasteful designs wrought in various colors and shades of this new 
thread. Table covers, mantel draperies, and bed-spreads are 
made in Oriental designs and developed in color by the Bar- 
garren art thread, which has a place of its own among artistic 
workers. Broad sweeping designs, full of grace, but with a cer- 
tain freedom of movement, are becoming more popular; and to 
meet the demands of this fancy the Bargarren art thread has 
been placed upon the market. Couching is gaining in favor 
with the advent of freedom in design. Couching thread out- 
lines the scrolls and wheels, ' bars and cross lines, which are 
really a revival of colonial designs ; many of these odd fancies 
being found among the embroideries of a century ago. Nothing 
in modern art needlework is more exquisite than the rare and 
dainty embroideries, beautiful in design and faultless in stitch, 
worked by the mothers of Revolutionary heroes. 

Ladies with slender purses, who have looked upon embroidery 
as out of their reach on account of the great cost of materials, 
will do so no longer, now that the great thread importing house 
of J. R. Leeson & Co. have put on the market an article superior 
in finish to silk, and very much cheaper, known as the u Real 
Scotch" linen floss or flourishing thread, and the Bargarren art 
thread, in the most beautiful shades. The colors are brought 
out more brightly by the iron: 



Design for Window Drapery. 



exercise has a natural attraction for women, an invisible charm, 
which I felt at every period of my life, and which has often 
tranquillized my strongest agitation." In the present develop- 



In the selection of the Committee for the World's Fair of 
1892 Mayor Grant has won hearty commendation on all sides, 
but in none of his appointments has he been more happy than 
in that of Mr. P. Mohr to represent the furniture and decoration 
interests. No better choice could have been made, and we are 
glad to know that it meets with the unanimous approval of Mr. 
Mohr's fellow craftsmen as well as of those of his associates in 
the great work who have the pleasure of his acquaintance. 
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